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2010 ACS Schedule (tentative)

 September 28th- 2009 Single year data for areas 

over 65,000 

 December – 5 yr.(2005-2009) data for all areas 

down to census tract; block group data will only 

be available in American FactFinder’s summary 

files – not in detailed tables where you can select an 

individual table

 January – 3 yr. (2007-2009) data – all areas over 

20,000

 See the ACS schedule handout



ACS Multiyear Estimates

 3 year estimates areas greater than 20,000 

persons

 data aggregated for years 2007, 2008 & 2009;

 5 year estimates available all areas 
 aggregated for years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009

 Don’t mix and match – if using multiyear for 

an area don’t compare to single year data 

for another area



ACS Multiyear cont’d
 Multiyear estimates are more precise than single 

year because the sample size is larger

 Which is more important for your application -

currency of data – use single year

validity of data – use multiyear

 If geography is large (such as a metro county) -

using single year data may be acceptable and 

provide information on the most recent changes 

(look at the margin of error)



More Multiyear

 Estimates are based on boundaries of the last year (i.e. 

2007-2009 city data would use the boundary as of Jan. 

2009)

 All years in multiyear estimates are given the same weight; 

all months (36 for the 3 yr est.) are aggregated

 Dollar values such as income and housing value are 

adjusted with inflation factors to reflect the end year of the 

time period (ACS 2007-2009, IN 2009 INFLATION-ADJUSTED 

DOLLARS)

 Each year a new product is released; the earliest year is 

dropped and the most recent year is added (2007-2009 will 

be 2008-2010 next year; 2005-2009 will be 2006-2010)



ACS Methodology Review

About 250,000 surveys mailed each month nationally
Equal to about 3 million annually

Corresponds to a 1 in 40 sample size (approx. 2.5%); 
decennial long form was 1 in 6 addresses (16.6%)

Census Bureau applies person and household 
weights ; Summing the weights produces the 
estimates

ACS is not meant to be used for “counts” of population 
or race, use the annual population estimates

ACS provides “characteristics” about the population 



Finding ACS Data in American 

Factfinder

www.census.gov





Population profile ACS 2006-2008 for Country of Birth



Drilling down further to a specific country in 

Latin America may yield no results unless 

there is at least 20,000 population from 

that specific country of birth



Montgomery County, 2008 ACS

All families 3.50% +/-0.6

With related children under 18 years 5.30% +/-1.0

With related children under 5 years only 5.00% +/-2.7

Married couple families 1.80% +/-0.5

With related children under 18 years 2.20% +/-0.8

With related children under 5 years only 2.10% +/-1.9

Families with female householder, no husband present 11.70% +/-2.8

With related children under 18 years 16.50% +/-3.9

With related children under 5 years only 20.10% +/-12.2

PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WHOSE INCOME IN THE PAST 12 

MONTHS IS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL

Allegany County, 2008 ACS

All families 8.50% +/-3.6

With related children under 18 years 14.10% +/-7.0

With related children under 5 years only 21.10% +/-16.7

Married couple families 3.80% +/-2.5

With related children under 18 years 3.60% +/-5.1

With related children under 5 years only 0.00% +/-13.6

Families with female householder, no husband present 26.70% +/-12.4

With related children under 18 years 41.00% +/-17.4

With related children under 5 years only 61.60% +/-37.6

PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WHOSE INCOME IN THE PAST 12 

MONTHS IS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL

Look at the 

variations in the 

margins of error 

between “all 

families” vs. those 

w/ female 

householder w/ 

related children 

under 5 yrs

This is from 

the “data 

profiles” 

selection in 

FactFinder



Data are not available for 

Prince George’s County –

only available for the U.S. 

may want to look at a 

collapsed version of the 

table



Why no data available – 63 Race Combinations

Total:

Population of one race:

White alone

Black or African American alone

American Indian and Alaska Native alone

Asian alone

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone

Some other race alone

Population of two or more races:

Population of two races:

White; Black or African American



Population of five races:

White; Black or African American; American Indian and Alaska Native; Asian; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander

White; Black or African American; American Indian and Alaska Native; Asian; Some other race

White; Black or African American; American Indian and Alaska Native; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; Some 

other race

White; Black or African American; Asian; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; Some other race

White; American Indian and Alaska Native; Asian; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; Some other race

Black or African American; American Indian and Alaska Native; Asian; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; Some 

other race

Population of six races:

White; Black or African American; American Indian and Alaska Native; 

Asian; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; Some other race



Prince George's County, Maryland

Estimate Margin of Error (+/-)

Total: 825,924 *****

Population of one race: 807,179 1,516

White 193,161 3,385

Black or African American 527,183 1,815

American Indian and Alaska Native 2,154 602

Asian alone 32,306 516

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 

Islander
834 562

Some other race 51,541 3,362

Population of two or more races: 18,745 1,516

Two races including Some other race 2,255 593

Two races excluding Some other 

race, and three or more races
16,490 1,568

Population of two races: 16,650 1,409

White; Black or African American 6,032 1,016

White; American Indian and Alaska 

Native
1,622 466

White; Asian 1,737 415

Black or African American; American 

Indian and Alaska Native
2,710 568

All other two race combinations 4,549 755

Population of three races 1,875 579

Population of four or more races 220 161

C02003. RACE - Universe: TOTAL POPULATION  COLLAPSED TABLE
Data Set: 2006-2008 American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates



ACS Data on the MD State Data Center website







Spreadsheets for calculating statistical significance and new 

Margins of Error - on the agenda for the afternoon session





Characteristics for: Places& counties over 20,000 pop. and 

Congressional Districts



QUESTIONS?


